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[S] vision Sunday
[S] international celebration
[S] All in

[S] Why We Pray "Come, Holy Spirit"
Introduction

For centuries, a simple three-word prayer has echoed through cathedrals, village
churches, and living rooms alike: "Come, Holy Spirit." In the Vineyard movement and
throughout the global Church, this isn't liturgical formula or religious habit — it is our
lifeline. Behind it lies a recognition of a fundamental truth: it is only through the power of
the Spirit that we can do the work Jesus has given us.

We are called to build for the Kingdom of God, yet we so often feel completely ill-
equipped for the task. We may know the words of Scripture. We may understand the
theology. And yet there is a gap between what we believe and what we actually
experience. God eagerly desires to close that gap, because it is the experience of His
presence that moves us from being admirers or fans of Jesus to being active coworkers
with Him.

Do you want the Holy Spirit?

Not just as a theological doctrine, but as a living, active, transforming presence in your
daily life? Before we can embrace what God offers, we must deal honestly with the
primary barrier standing in the way: our deep, instinctive need for control.

[S] Trusting the Spirit is essential for followers of Jesus

Tension: The Fear of Losing Control

When we hear the invitation to be "filled with the Spirit," two reactions almost always
emerge. The first is fear. We worry that "Come, Holy Spirit" is an invitation to chaos —
that the Spirit might bypass our personality, reduce us to embarrassing behaviour, or take
us somewhere we haven't consented to go. We picture losing our dignity, our composure,
or our grip on what we've carefully built. We may fear what may come to the surface out
of the emotions we have stuffed down to keep in control.

The second reaction is confusion. We ask the reasonable question: if | am already a
Christian, don't | already have the Holy Spirit? If God is omnipresent, what exactly are we
inviting Him into — a space where He isn't? Are we waiting for some holy mist to
descend? Maybe a dove? Or tongues of fire?!

Both reactions make sense. And both dissolve when we understand the Holy Spirit not as
an impersonal force — like electricity — but as a Person. What we are really saying when
we pray this prayer is: [S]"Increase your presence in such a way that we experience you
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and become more aware of you." We are not calling the Spirit into existence. We are
opening the door wider.

[S] As Dallas Willard once said, "The Holy Spirit comes where He is wanted."

[S] When you follow Jesus, the Spirit moves into the "house" of your life. He has the key.
He lives there. But being filled is something more — it is when you give the Guest access
to every room. Do we limit where the Holy Spirit can move? He's welcome in the hallway,
perhaps, or in a tidy spare bedroom set aside for Sunday mornings. But we maintain firm
control over the basement of our past, the kitchen of our appetites, the office of our
careers, the bedroom of our most private lives.

[S] A good guest doesn't break into your house and rearrange the furniture against your
will. He comes where He is invited and honoured. The Holy Spirit does not override your
personality or turn you into a mindless puppet. Self-control is itself a fruit of the Spirit.

He partners with you. He does not bring disorder. From the very first pages of Scripture,
the Spirit is described as hovering over the formless chaos of the deep and bringing forth
order, beauty, and life. It was good. Out of the Father's perfect love for you, he wants to
bring you into freedom and fruitfulness. If a spiritual experience is chaotic or
dehumanising, it is unlikely to be purely of the Spirit, who is a Spirit of peace.

The Spirit's work today will always correspond with the character of Jesus in the Gospels.
If Jesus was kind, gentle, and empowering, the Holy Spirit will be too. Our approach to
being filled is therefore an act of relational surrender, not a mechanical process. It flows
from trust. Do you trust Jesus? Then you can trust His Spirit, who wants only what is good
for you and what brings glory to the Father.

[S] As Ted Kim puts it: "We don't 'use' the Holy Spirit. If you try to use Him, you aren't
treating Him like a person; you're treating Him like a battery. We don't plug into Him; we
yield to Him."

What the Scriptures Say

In Luke 11, Jesus encouraged his followers toward a kind of "shameless audacity" in
asking the Father for the Spirit — the posture of a child who knows their father's
goodness and asks freely, with trust and expectation, without embarrassment, without
doubt. Jesus himself was filled with the Holy Spirit, and it was for a clear purpose: to
demonstrate the Kingdom of God in word and deed, in healing and deliverance, in
authority over everything that opposes human flourishing.

[S] In John 16, Jesus had told His disciples something that must have seemed impossible
to accept: "It is for your good that | am going away" (John 16:7). For your good? These
men and women had reorganised their entire lives around this person. There was no one
else like Him. And now He was saying that His absence would somehow be better than
His presence?
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[S] Jesus explained: unless He went, the Advocate — the Holy Spirit — would not come.
But if He went, He would send Him. And the Spirit would not bring a lesser presence than
Jesus; He would bring the same presence, extended now to every believer, everywhere,
at all times. The Spirit would glorify Jesus, making known everything that belongs to the
Father. This was not a consolation prize. It was a promotion.

The same Spirit filled and empowered the disciples to continue the works of Jesus. But
first, they had to pass through the hardest days of their lives. After three years of following
the most compelling, ingenious, compassionate person they had ever known — giving up
everything to do so — they watched Him arrested, tried, and crucified. They scattered.
They hid. Everything they had hoped for seemed to lie in ruins.

[S] Then Jesus rose from the dead, and came to find them. He ate with them, fished with
them, let them touch the wounds in His hands and side. He forgave them for their
abandonment. He put them back on mission. And His final instruction, before ascending,
was startling in its simplicity: “Stay in Jerusalem and wait for the gift my Father
promised" (Acts 1:4). Wait for the Holy Spirit. Don't go yet. You're not ready yet.

So they waited. Afraid and confused, doubting yet hopeful, grieving yet expectant. We
don't know exactly what they prayed across those fifty days between Easter and
Pentecost — but one prayer must have been constantly on their lips, shaping the
atmosphere of that upper room: Come, Holy Spirit. Fill us, empower us, anoint us to
continue the work Jesus has given us.

[S] Then it happened... When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in
one place. 2 Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven
and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to be
tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 4 All of them were
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled
them. (Acts 2:1-4).

The disciples who had cowered behind locked doors were transformed into people who
stood in public squares and turned the world upside down. The Holy Spirit distributed
gifts among them — healing, prophecy, prayer languages, miracles — gifts that
empowered them to experience God personally and to minister to a world that
desperately needed what only God can give.

This is the pattern. Waiting, yielding, filling, going. We wait for the Spirit so that we can
move with the Spirit. They waited for the power to be witnesses to all they had seen,
heard and experienced.

Ephesians 5:15-20

[S] IN his letter to the church in Ephesus, Paul makes a deliberately provocative
comparison: "Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled
with the Spirit."
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The Greek word for debauchery - asétia - refers to reckless indiscretion or squandering
what God has given you. Getting drunk is an attempt to find "spirits" that numb, that
lower inhibitions, that produce an artificial sense of freedom — but at the cost of self,
dignity, and the irreplaceable hours of your life.

Being filled with the Holy Spirit produces something completely different: true wisdom,
genuine self-control, a heart overflowing with gratitude and song, relationships marked by
grace. It does not make us less human. It makes us who God has always intended us to

be.
[S] there is more available to you

The Image of Aslan's Breath

Near the end of The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, C.S. Lewis gives us a wonderful
image of what it means to be filled with the Spirit. Aslan moves through the White Witch's
courtyard, which is crowded with stone statues — lions, giants, dwarves, centaurs,
creatures of every kind — all frozen, all inert, all perfectly formed and utterly lifeless. He
approaches each one and breathes on them.

At first, nothing appears to happen. Then, a tiny streak of gold begins to run along the
marble back of a stone lion — and spreads — and licks over him the way flame licks along
the edge of a newspaper — until the hindquarters are still stone but the mane is shaking,
alive, and the lion opens his great red mouth and gives a prodigious yawn. Lewis
describes it like this:

Everywhere the statues were coming to life. The courtyard looked no longer like a
museum; it looked more like a zoo. Creatures were running after Aslan and dancing round
him till he was almost hidden in the crowd. Instead of all that deadly white the courtyard
was now a blaze of colors; glossy chestnut sides of centaurs, indigo horns of unicorns,
dazzling plumage of birds, reddy-brown of foxes, dogs and satyrs, yellow stockings and
crimson hoods of dwarfs; and the birch-girls in silver, and the beech-girls in fresh,
transparent green, and the larch-girls in green so bright that it was almost yellow. And
instead of the deadly silence the whole place rang with the sound of happy roarings,
brayings, yelpings, barkings, squealings, cooings, neighings, stampings, shouts, hurrahs,
songs and laughter.

The Greek word for Spirit is pneuma — breath, wind. When Aslan breathes, Lewis is
giving us a picture of the Spirit of the Living God restoring what death and the enemy
have petrified.

There is transformation, and yet the lion doesn't become something other than a lion. He
becomes more lion-like — more fully himself than stone could ever allow. The dwarf
becomes more dwarf-like. Each creature is restored to its truest nature. This is what the
Holy Spirit does. He does not replace your personality. He redeems it — freeing you to be
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more genuinely yourself than you have ever been, because the self He restores is the one
made in the image of God, before fear and shame and sin distorted it.

Aslan doesn't breathe on the statues so they can bask in the warmth. He breathes on
them because there is a battle still raging beyond the courtyard walls. The moment they
are filled with his breath, they are empowered for a purpose. They immediately join the
great effort to overthrow the enemy’s reign. Lewis understood what Paul understood: the
Spirit's power is always power for something — power to forgive, to witness, to heal, to
serve, to stand firm in what Paul calls "the evil days."

When we pray "Come, Holy Spirit," we are standing in that courtyard. We are
acknowledging the places within us that have grown stone-cold — reactive, rigid, numb,
shut down — and we are asking the Lion of Judah to walk among us and breathe.

What part of your life has turned to stone? Where do you need the breath of the Holy
Spirit?

From Knowledge to Anointing

There is more available to you than you are currently experiencing. Think about that for a
moment. Too many Christians are missing out and unaware of what is available to them.

Jesus commanded his disciples not to attempt the mission without first receiving the
promised empowerment. He knew what the mission would require.

When we pray "Come, Holy Spirit," we are not claiming He is absent. We are
acknowledging He is present, and asking to experience more of His presence — to be
filled again where we have run empty, to be anointed afresh for what He has called us to
do. We are acknowledging, with honesty and humility, that we cannot do this on our own.

[S] Next Steps

Daily Prayer. Begin your morning this week by opening your hands and praying: "Come,
Holy Spirit. | yield my day to you." Name one specific area — a relationship, a workplace
situation, a habit, a fear — where you typically demand total control, and consciously
release it into His hands.

Wait. In personal or corporate worship, resist the impulse to rush into the next song, the
next item, the next task. Create two to five minutes of intentional silence — not as a
technique, but as a posture of trust. Stillness is not wasted time. It is how we learn to hear.

Become a Conduit. Ask the Spirit this week to give you a gift for someone who doesn't
yet know Him — a word of encouragement, a prayer for healing, an act of unexpected
service. The goal is not simply to be a container of the Spirit, warm and full and private
but a conduit for the spirit to bless others. Be someone through whom His presence flows
outward into the lives of others.

Page 5 of 6 coventryvineyard



10 May 2026 Nick Sutton

As we cultivate lives of personal prayer, purity, and worship, something shifts. Our hearts
grow sensitive to the whisper of the Spirit — not only in church gatherings, but
everywhere: in our neighbourhoods, cafes, pubs, schools, workplaces, and shops. God
often has gifts He wants to give through us to people who don't yet know Him — a word
that speaks directly to someone's hidden pain, a prayer that breaks something open, an
act of kindness that arrives at exactly the right moment. This is one of the great privileges
of learning to hear His voice. We get to join God in touching someone's life in a way that
only He could have orchestrated.

"Come, Holy Spirit" is the cry of a dependent, humble Church, realising that without His
active, loving, trustworthy presence, we have nothing to offer the world. It is the cry of the
disciples in the upper room. It is the cry of every generation that has seen God move.
And it is the cry that He has never left unanswered.
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