Practicing the gift of Prophecy

For God does speak
—now one way, now another—
though no one perceives it.
In a dream, in a vision of the night,
when deep sleep falls on people
as they slumber in their beds,

How does God speak?

Examples of God speaking in the bible:

1. Phenomenon plus voice
a. Moses and burning bush (Ex 3)
b.  Ezekiel and ‘'wheels’ in the sky
(Ezekiel 1)
c.  Jesus and the heavens being ripped
open. (Mark 1)

2. Supernatural messenger or angel
a. Hagar (Gen 16)

Abraham (Gen 22)

Joshua (Joshua 5)

Gideon (Judges 6)

Isaiah (Is 6)

Daniel (Dan 10)

Joseph (Matt 2)

Mary (Luke 1)

i. Women at empty tomb (Mark 16)

Peter (Acts 12)
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3. Dreams and visions
a. Paul - acts 16
b. Peter - acts 10

4. Audible voice

a. Samuel (1 sam 3)
b.  Jesus baptism (Mark 1)
c. Paul on Damascus road (Acts 9)

he may speak in their ears
and terrify them with warnings,
to turn them from wrongdoing
and keep them from pride,
to preserve them from the pit,
their lives from perishing by the sword

Job 33:14-15

5. The human voice
a.  God speaks to us through other
people.
b. God showed Moses and Aaron what
to say.
c.  Luke 12:11-12 (Today's New
International Version)

"When you are brought before synagogues, rulers
and authorities, do not worry about how you will
defend yourselves or what you will say, for the Holy
Spirit will teach you at that time what you should
say." -Luke 12:11-12

“But make up your mind not to worry beforehand
how you will defend yourselves. For | will give you
words and wisdom that none of your adversaries
will be able to resist or contradict.” -Luke 21:14-15

6. The human spirit, or the still small voice’

a. More often than not, God speaks
through our own spirits.

b.  He "uses our self-knowledge or self-
awareness, heightened and given a
special quality by his presence and
direction, to search us out and reveal
to us the truth about ourselves and
our world.

c.  Sometimes thoughts that seem to
persist are actually God getting our
attention about a particular situation
or relationship.
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Some guidelines for giving words of prophecy...

* We value the gift of prophecy and welcome the prophetic in Coventry Vineyard. We eagerly
desire the gift of prophecy (1 Corinthians 14:1).

* We understand prophecy to be a revelation about a person or a situation, given by the Holy
Spirit, and spoken out for the benefit of others.

* We expect these words to be in the form of a message, a statement, a vision, a picture, a
passage of scripture, an impression and/or a sensation.

* Every believer can prophesy, and we seek to encourage everyone to prophesy and at the
same time to be accountable to the leadership.

e Therefore we require everyone (including ourselves) to observe these guidelines:

Any prophecy should glorify Jesus and
not ourselves

strengthen, encourage and comfort
God's people (1 Cor 14:3).

All 'words’ should conform or be in line 7.  No one should make major decisions

with the Bible, no prophecy should be based on personal prophetic words

used to establish doctrine or practice alone, we actively discourage directional

without clear biblical support. or manipulative prophecies (i.e. Words
that tell people what to do with their

People who give words in church should lives, health, relationships, jobs and so

be willing to submit to pastoral on, in the future).

oversight, therefore only members of

Coventry Vineyard (those actively in a 8. If a prophetic word predicts future

small group) to give prophecies out loud events, it should be fulfilled.

on a Sunday Morning (for the sake of

ongoing accountability), though we 9. Any ‘prepared’ prophecies - especially

encourage visitors to write down any correctional prophecies about the

words they receive and send/give them church - should be submitted to the

to Us. leadership before they are spoken.

We believe that prophets are 10. er ask people to speak words cIearI-y,

accountable to their leadership and that briefly, calrn.l?/, and lovingly, on'the b?s's

once they have delivered a word they that the spirit of the prophet is subject

have relinquished ownership of it and to the control of the prophet ( 1 Cor

responsibility for it. 14:31-33).

Those giving words should be willing to 11. We also ask people to be wary of

have ‘their' words tested and make prophesying about subjects in which

themselves accountable, we urge Tchey have a personal, emotional

people to offer words with humility and involvement.

to preface their comments with “I sense 12. We seek to pause after two or three

the Lord may be saying...” or “I think
God is saying..”, rather than “Thus says
the Lord..."” or “God says...”

Words should be given in the spirit of
love, words should be given to

words have been given in order to
weigh what has been said, before
continuing with more words if deemed
appropriate by the leader (1 Cor 14:29).
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